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man : his knowledge of the first leaf of everything,
completely covers his ignorance of the inside of
anything. His just character is so true a picture
of the age, that you need go no further for a reason
why nonsense bears such a price, and the book-
sellers' trade is so much improved; seeing they buy
most books that read least, arid that, according to
the famous Dr. Salmon, the having a good library
makes a man a doctor. However, sir Timothy, no
doubt, understood the names of authors, and had as
good a local memory as to the editions of books, as
most men that could not read Latin. Nor was he
ever out in his judgment, that I have heard of, till
an unlucky linendraper asked him once concern-
ing the learned author called Crocus upon Hin-
derlandsa, who the knight presently owned, but un-
luckily forgot that the impression was made in Ger-
many, and that the books came over not in quires,
but in rolls, from Bremen and Hamburgh.

The happy, miserable, generous, cynical, good-
natured, out of humour bart., sir------------, would

be approved by somebody, if he was not laughed at
by everybody ; he might sometimes pass for pleasant,
if he was not always surly, and to like something,
only that he dislikes everything. He sets up for a
critic, with this unhappy addition to his profes-
sion, that he alters everything, and mends nothing.
How unanswerable a demonstration is this extraor-
dinary genius of the influence of the invisible
world upon the affairs of mortals here! seeing, if he
had less than a hundred thousand devils in him, he
could never carry on the practice of an universal
pedant, without being whipped out of human so-
ciety for a scandal to the very A, B, C ; and, to
turn the poet's words a little awry for him,

a Crocus and Hinder-lands are two particular sorts of
coarse Germany linen, which are imported by the Ham-
burgh merchants, and are known to every draper.